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Board of Josephine County Commissioners votes to streamline resources by 
declaring COVID-19 emergency 
 
JOSEPHINE COUNTY, Ore. — The Board of Josephine County Commissioners voted today to issue a 
Declaration of Emergency across the county, a move that will allow for a more efficient response to 
COVID-19 and minimize the effects of the event. The vote passed 2-0 with Commissioner Dan DeYoung 
not present. 
 
“We do not take the step of declaring an emergency lightly,” said Commissioner Darin Fowler, chair of 
the Board of County Commissioners. “Doing so affords our emergency services manager and local public 
health director greater ability to respond to COVID-19. We appreciate everything that is being done to 
keep everyone in our community safe.” 
 
While there are currently no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Josephine County, Public Health officials 
recognize that the disease is likely either present or soon will be. Eighty-eight cases of COVID-19 have 
been confirmed in the state, with 10,442 cases confirmed nationwide.  
 
ORS 401.305 provides the authority for Josephine County to act as an emergency management agency 
and to establish policies and protocols for defining and directing responsibilities during times of 
emergency. In accordance with ORS Chapter 401 and the Charter of Josephine County, the Board of 
County Commissioners enacted Resolution 2017-019 in April 2017, which provides executive 
responsibility in times of emergency and which provides the procedures for declaring a State of 
Emergency. 
 
The board’s vote today provided for additional measures, such as allowing for standard procurement 
procedures and purchasing policies to be suspended to obtain necessary services or equipment, making 
it possible to redirect funds, county staff and other resources for emergency use, and ensuring 
personnel rules and administrative procedures may be temporarily created, suspended or modified 
during the time of emergency. 
 
The Declaration of Emergency will be in place until further notice. 
 
Commissioners also approved a letter to be sent to Oregon Gov. Kate Brown containing 
recommendations on how the state government can best respond to the COVID-19 event and 
requesting help for local businesses impacted by prevention efforts. 
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